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INTRODUCTION
We have used AME and MAITF 
grant funding to develop novel 
approaches to the teaching of 
human gross anatomy.

GOALS
• AME: Implement digital 3D 

anatomy resource - GALE 
Interactive: Human Anatomy 
(Fig. 1)

• MAITF: Adopt use of “soft-
embalmed” cadavers for 
performing clinical 
procedures (Fig. 2)

METHODS
Web-based 3D interactive anatomy resource

• Purchased 1 year license for GALE via Dykes Library
• Encouraged use as: 1) pre-work, 2) a classroom 

resource & 3) a source for anatomy content & self-
assessment.
Soft-Embalmed Cadavers

• Established embalming protocol based on Dodge 
Co. Freedom Art (non-formaldehyde) chemicals

• Implemented clinical anchors in gross anatomy lab 
which clinicians demonstrate (e.g. shoulder 
arthroscopy; carpal tunnel release,  Lachman test 
on Anterior Cruciate Ligament, Ventriculostomy)

• Shared cadavers with surgery clerkship students to 
practice clinical & surgical skills

SUMMARY
• Use of GALE Interactive Human 

Anatomy provides an accessible 
resource and the license will be 
renewed for another year.

• There is a need to improve adoption 
of this as a resource.

• Use of soft-embalmed cadavers 
provides an opportunity for M2 
students to view clinical procedures, 
and students in surgery clerkships to 
practice them.

Fig 1: GALE anatomy allows 
manipulation of heart  image

Fig. 3 GALE anatomy usage data provided by Dykes Library

RESULTS
• GALE anatomy  used most often to 

view articles (Fig. 3)
• Peak use of GALE was in summer 

months (Fig. 3)
• Soft-embalmed cadaver feedback 

included: “life-like” appearance and 
feel of cadaver; increased mobility & 
flexibility beneficial for practicing 
clinical skills & procedures

Sessions: # of users
Searches: # of searches 
Retrievals: # articles viewed

Fig 2: Dr. Rachel Guest performs a 
carpal tunnel release for M2s


